
SYNCHRONOUS

LEARNING/

DELIVERY



Learning (online/DE mode)takes 

place in these modalities:

● Synchronous;

● Asynchronous; and

● Blended/Hybrid/Mixed-

Mode Learning





What is Synchronous Learning (SL)?

● The instructor and the students in the course engage with the course 

content and each other at the same time, BUT from different locations.

● Requires attendance at scheduled meetings or lectures similar to 

traditional classroom but the term is often applied to online courses or 

distance learning.

● This is a general term used to describe forms of education, instruction, 

and learning that occur at the same time BUT not in the same place.







SL is commonly applied to various forms of:

● Televisual

● Digital

● Online learning

In which students learn from instructors, colleagues, or peers 

in real time, BUT not in person.







What are considered as SL?

● Educational video conferences;

● Interactive webinars;

● Chat-based online discussions; and

● Lectures that are broadcast at the same time they delivered



Did you know?

● That before the development and widespread adoption of interactive, 

internet-based technologies, synchronous learning was more 

commonly called distance education or distance learning - this terms 

are still used at present.

● While distance learning took many forms, instructional interactions 

were often conducted over radio, and later on, closed-circuit television 

systems.

● When teachers instruct students who are in the same classroom or 

learning environment, the term “in-person-learning” may be 

applied.



On the theoretical/conceptual basis 

of Learning:

● Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning

● Dale’s Cone of Experience

● Gagne’s Theory of Instruction









Theories & Frameworks for Online Education:
Gagne’s 9 Events of Instruction

1. Gain attention: Use of media relevant to the topic.

1. Describe the goal: Provide clear objectives to the overall course goals.

1. Stimulate prior knowledge: Review previously presented materials 

and concepts and connect them to the material to be addressed in the 

current module.

1. Present the material to be learned: Readings, presentations, 

demonstrations, multimedia, graphics, audio files, animations, etc.

1. Provide guidance for learning: Discussions to enable learners to 

actively reflect on new information in order to check their knowledge 

and understanding of the content.



6. Elicit performance: Activity-based learning such as group 

research projects, discussion,, homework, etc.

7.  Provide feedback: Immediate, specific, and constructive 

Feedback is provided to students.

8.  Assess performance: Assessment activity such as test, research

Project, essay, or presentation.

9. Enhance retention and transfer: Provide opportunities for 

additional guided practice or projects that might relate 

Learning to other real-life activities.



Examples of Synchronous Learning 

in an Online Setting:

● Scheduled quizzes and test

● Scheduled chat room time for students to share ideas

● Scheduled video conferences or group phone calls

● Live streamed lectures or demonstrations









Advantages of Synchronous Learning:

1. Structured learning 

● Level of structure is provided;

● Simultaneous participation;

● Provide clear guidance on the work to be done; 

● Helps control the pace of learning;

● Keep learning on track; and

● Helps avoid situations where some fall behind or struggle 

● to pace themselves appropriately.



2. Increased Interaction

● Allows interaction in real time 

among entire learning group:

a) alleviates the sense of

Isolation that can come 

from distance learning;

a) Improved students 

engagement & self-interest

levels;



3. Direct instructions

● The ability for the teacher to provide some degree of direct instruction 

to the learning group;

● Teachers can easily explain concepts to the learners and go

into further detail for those struggling to understand;

● Mistakes can easily be corrected; and

● Questions can be answered in real time with the option of

follow-up questions.



Challenges with Synchronous Learning:

1. Lack of flexibility

● Single biggest challenge to SL is the inherent lack of

flexibility it provides;

● The learning groups all needs to be present using any 

telecommunications technology has been agreed upon; 

● Live sessions means the entire group has to engage at

set times;

● Not ideal for those who prefer to learn at their own pace; and

● Real challenge for students in different time zones.



2. Students being held back

● Learning is set by the teacher, rather than by the student;

● Although, SL provides structure, it has the potential to hold 

certain students back, as the the entire learning group must

progress at the same pace for the live sessions to make sense; and

● Not ideal for students who have a lot of spare time to invest for 

their learning and who may, therefore, want to keep pushing 

forward at a faster pace than the teacher has decided.



3. Reliance on technology

● Over reliance on technology can also potentially be a disadvantage (often, 

synchronous sessions will rely on video conferencing, which is reliant on having 

enough bandwidth to support it);

● Connectivity problem poses a problem of missing out

important information or live sessions.



Final Thoughts:

“Synchronous learning is one of the key methods of delivery 

in distance education and focuses on involving the entire 

learning group in real time learning activities.”

“ Technology alone will not improve education, but it can 

be a powerful part of the solution.” - Sundar Pichai, CEO 

Google
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THE EXPERIENCE

mySOUL Synchronous Delivery



Face-to-Face Classes



mySOUL in Face-to-Face Class



The Shift ……



ODL Delivered Classes



Synchronous Activities in Online Courses

❑Scheduled

❑Live streamed LECTURES or DEMONSTRATIONS.



Synchronous Activities are SCHEDULED

For students to be AWARE and 
be PREPARED of scheduled 
activities to come, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS are very 
VITAL.



ODL Summer Class



Scheduled Quizzes and Test



Scheduled Chat Room Time



Scheduled Chat Room Time



Scheduled Video Conference



Live Stream 

Discussions



mySOUL in Face-to-Face vs. ODL Delivery

Face-to-Face

✓ 1st Semester SY 2019-2020

Online Distance Learning

✓ Summer SY 2019-2020

• Asynchronous and 
synchronous activities

• Flipped learning
• Micro learning

• Platform for sharing 
class materials

• Flipped learning
• From written to online 

quizzes and exams



THE EXPERIENCE:  A PARENT’S POINT 

OF VIEW

mySOUL Synchronous Delivery









THE LEARNINGS

mySOUL Synchronous Delivery



1. Internet Connectivity Challenge



2.  Frequency of Video Conference or Live Stream 

Discussions



3. Establish Ground Rules



4.  Online Quizzes and Tests Tips



THE MOVING FORWARD

mySOUL Synchronous Delivery



Moving Forward with Synchronous Delivery



Thank You!!!


